History, Usage, and Benefits of Personal Version Control
Definition of Personal Version Control

Before we get into the history, usage and benefits of personal version control lets first just understand what it is. Personal version control is software that lets a user access revisions of a file and is meant to be used by a single person or on a single machine.  
For example if you are writing a book, then every time you save you are creating a newer, updated revision of your book. However Word, or whatever program you use to compose your book usually only has the most recent version you saved. If you want a version of your book you saved a week ago you would have two options:

1. Save your file to a different name
2. Save your file to a different location

Personal version control gives you a third option to retrieve the past version of the file.
(Traditional)Version Control vs. Personal Version Control

The difference between personal and traditional version control is the exclusion of features that make it easy for more than one person / computer to access and manage past revisions of files. 
Traditional version control software is meant to maintain files for a group of people working on the same project. Traditional version control software needs access rules, network ability, and all types of other features that are not directly meant to make it easier/faster/… to access revisions of files. 
Personal version control does not try to be easy for a group of people to use. Therefore it can include features that actually support accessing past revisions of files. 

Features of Personal Version Control
Automatic storage of revisions – For a version control system to be able to let a user access a past revision of a file the version control system itself must have at some point stored the particular past revision. Traditional version control systems typically have to be “told” to store a particular revision of a file. Only the revisions of a file that a traditional version control was told to store are available to be accessed. Personal version control software sometime has the ability to monitor a file for a change and store the revision without any action from the user. With these systems, in theory all saved changes of a file are available.
Simple Installation – Traditional software has a lot of features such as network connections, access rules, multiple storage locations, and more. These features often require a lot of effort just to work and must work prior to the system being useable. Personal version control tried to cut down on the amount of configuration that is needed so that it is simple and easy to access past revisions of files.
Synonyms for Personal Version Control

Personal version control has many names:

· Live backup

· Real-time backup

· Personal Revision Control

· Automatic version control

· Automatic backup

Reasons to use Personal Version Control

Personal version control is simply a way to access a past version of a file. Users could save the file under a different name or in some backup folder themselves but there are several problems with doing this. 
· Cluttered desktop / folder – If a user chooses to save a file they are working on with a bunch of different names they will end up with a folder full of files with no indication of why each one is significant.
· Organization - Often times users store there files as: Revision_A, Revision_B, Revision_C,…  After about a week they do not know what the difference is between Revision_B and Revision_C. 

· Ease of use – Saving a file using a different name requires extra effort. Some personal revision control systems require nothing but the user to for the user to save file the regular way and they automatically back it up. 
